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Pre appraisal checks

Is the article in a well-known and peer refereed journal?



 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Is the article relevant to one of the themes identified for current or future digests?













 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

______________________________________________________________________________

Are the results of the research clearly enough related to policy or practice to be useful to practitioners, parents, governors or policy makers?




 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Is the research method generally robust and adequately described?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Is the nature of the data clear through samples, summaries or references to other sources?












 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Are the conclusions well drawn - clearly related to forgoing literature or findings?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No

If, on reading the article you give an unequivocal NO to any question, this paper is unlikely to be a digest.  Please state why below:

     
NB RATINGS – 1 is weak, through to 4 strong
A) Robustness

	
	Rating
1   2   3   4

	1. Did the researchers make it clear what they wanted to know and, where appropriate, what their hypothesis was?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Has the study built systematically on what is already known by:

a) distinguishing between studies that collect empirical evidence and scholarship that reviews the work of others;

b) trying to assess the strength of the evidence base; and

c) interpreting selected studies?

d) or trying to identify and review all previous relevant studies?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Are the methods systematic and rigorous and are they appropriate to answer the questions being asked or issues examined?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Does the study appraise the issues of outcomes, effects and correlation versus causation systematically and appropriately?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Has the potential for impact on the research site/setting/ subject been clearly defined and assessed?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. Does the research consider evidence from more than one source, e.g. are data about perceptions backed up by other kinds of evidence, such as observation data, pupil assessment data, documentary analysis?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. Are findings and/or recommendations appropriate to the structure and size of the sample?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	8. Did the researchers look for evidence that contradicted their hypothesis as well as evidence that supported it?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	9. Are all assertions supported by evidence?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	10. Have users been involved in the design or implementation of the research? Or has the research been reviewed and/or tested by users?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	11. Have the research questions been answered or key issues been fully examined?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	12. Are unanswered questions and contradictory outcomes properly dealt with?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	13. Does the report recognise the complexity of drawing clear inferences from the research and acknowledge the possibility of alternative interpretations?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	14. Statistics

Was the statistical analysis valid and appropriate to the methods and aims?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	15. What type of study is it? (Please underline responses)

a) Description
b) Exploration of relationships
c) Evaluation
a) Naturally occurring

b) Researcher manipulated (Controlled trial?  FORMCHECKBOX 
)

d) Development of methodology
e) Review

 (Please refer to the EPPI-Centre Guidelines 0.9.7 for definitions of these study types: http://eppi.ioe.ac.uk/EPPIWebContent/downloads/EPPI_Keyword_strategy_0.9.7.pdf) 
	a)  FORMCHECKBOX 

b)  FORMCHECKBOX 

c)  FORMCHECKBOX 

d)  FORMCHECKBOX 

e)  FORMCHECKBOX 




B) Relevance and applicability to others outside the particular context in which it was conducted

	1. Topicality

Is the topic relevant to the current needs of teachers, governors, parents or pupils, as these have been expressed through their representative organisations and bodies?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Sample

Are the contexts in which the study took place broad enough to interest a range of users?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Wider interest

Does the research have the potential to be meaningful to a significant number of users with in identifiable phases, specialisms, age ranges and urban and rural contexts?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 



C) Usefulness

	1. Making a difference

Is there a clear focus on ways in which the study can impact upon policy and/or practice?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Is the information likely to be credible and authentic to users:-
a) is there detailed information about the education processes in the setting with which practitioners would be able to identify; and

b) is the type and sample of research site clearly specified so that it is credible to readers?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Accessibility

Is there vivid exemplification, e.g. through case studies with plenty of examples and illustrations to show what the intervention strategies were and how those involved responded?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Are intervention strategies clearly and accessibly described and exemplified – can readers tell what’s going on clearly enough to try it in their own context?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	5. Relating the research to readers’ current practice

How far would the research help users to understand and build on their existing knowledge, beliefs and strategies and enable them to review these as appropriate?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	6. Are the implications of the research explained; are  questions for practitioners, policy makers explored or other researcher highlighted effectively?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. Are the implications of the research clearly related to the setting of the research and/or other settings?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 



D) Writing

	1. Is the report lively, interesting and relatively jargon-free?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	2. Is the study written in such a way as to enable a good range of practitioners, including those not directly involved in the study, to relate it to their practice where this is appropriate?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	3. Have the findings been clearly identified and presented?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


	4. Have the technical data and accompanying statistical analysis been presented in such a way as to be intelligible to a non-specialist reader?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 



E) Questions arising

	1. What questions remain about the method?

	     

	2. What questions remain about the findings?

	     

	3. What questions will the audience ask?  Practitioners will want to ask what they can do in their schools about the situation described in the paper.

	     


	Robustness

	      


	Relevance

	     


	Applicability

	     


	Writing

	     


Is the title of the study sufficiently user-friendly?  If not, please suggest an alternative title for the digest:

	     


Any additional comments about the study

If there are any additional warnings for the digest writer to note, please add them here:

     







